Subj ect: Gateway Project
From Cynthi a.vanG nkel @it yof port nbody. com
Date: Thu, 25 Aug 2005 15:37:01 -0700

To: pm@m gc. ca
CC.

Layton. J@arl .gc.ca, Lapierre.J@arl.gc.ca, More.J@arl.gc.ca,
prem er @ov. bc. ca, kevin.falcon.m a@eg.bc.ca, carole.janmes.nl a@ eg. bc. ca,
carole.taylor. mMa@eg. bc.ca, iain.black.ma@ eg.bc.ca

Dear Prime Mnister Martin:

I am astounded to hear that Transport M nister Lapierre has announced
federal plans to financially support the "Gateway" transportation plans
that the BC governnment is trying to force on Greater Vancouver comunities
wi t hout their support or involvenent. | don't know how nuch infornmation
your governnent has on the feelings of nunicipalities in our region, but
many communi ties, including those on the receiving end of any increase in
traffic, are opposed to this project at this point.

St udi es across North Anerica and beyond have shown that buil ding nore roads
does not ease congestion. The spectacul ar Vancouver area has been bl essed
with an Agricultural Land Reserve and the GVRD s Livable Region Strategic
Pl an, both which have hel ped us curb sprawl. A tw nning of our freeway wll
open up areas for nore sprawl and goes against our entire region's
livability strategy. So far the province has not produced any studies for
the affected municipalities to show why this road-buil ding programw ||
work here, when it has not been shown to work el sewhere. The government's
termfor noving ahead with this project without taking the tine to consult
and ensure it is workable is "fast track." | would describe it as an
ill-advised use of taxpayer noney which could very possibly be regretted
for decades to cone.

In the early 1990s, our own Prem er, Gordon Canpbell, then mayor of
Vancouver, stated "freeways do not solve traffic problens...as long as |I'm
mayor, a freeway is not an issue." | guess he's not mayor anynore, but |
woul d I'ike to know t he expl anation for the change in stance. There has been
no effort to confront the very real criticismof planners and multiple
muni ci pal Councils (Vancouver, Burnaby, Port Mody, Coquitlam anmong them.
In 1991 Gordon Canpbell went on to say: "In the 1960s and 1970s we were
bol d enough to break with the conventional transportation wi sdom W

st opped freeways from destroyi ng our nei ghborhoods. As a result, today,
some of the healthiest inner city nei ghbourhoods in North America are found
in greater Vancouver. W cannot afford to fall into the trap of

conventional wisdomin 1991 any nore than we could in 1971."

Your governnent has conmitted to show | eadership as we attenpt to neet our
Kyoto targets. Surely you are aware that increasing urban sprawl and

conmute tinmes will not assist us in those efforts. As well, our society
faces escalating health costs. Urban spraw has been |inked to health
probl ens such as obesity, stress disorders and asthma. | am sure you want

to ensure you do not contribute to projects that will exacerbate pollution
and heal th probl ens.

Until we have properly reviewed and considered all other options: e.g.
nore light rail, nmore use of our rail and water for shipping, high
occupancy and/or comercial/transit |anes, we cannot possibly enbark on



such a mmssively expensive project that reeks of very short termgain for
very long termpain. Even in the short termwe are likely to see new

bottl enecks energe as al ready congested regional and municipal roads can't
cope with an increase in traffic com ng off the freeway.

Bel ow | have included a notion our Port Miody City Council endorsed
unani nously sone nont hs ago.

WHEREAS our region will be significantly inpacted by the twi nning of the
Port Mann Bridge and the wi dening of H ghway #1, yet there has been Iimted
consultation or study to confirmthat this multi-nmillion dollar project

will be a long-termsolution to the problemof traffic congestion and goods
noverrent within the region

AND VWHEREAS the Province recently released a report entitled "Wather
Climte and the Future: B.C's Plan," which contains various recomended
actions to reduce greenhouse gas enissions in our province, including

i ncorporating climte change considerations in B.C's transportation

pl anni ng and i nvest ment strategies,

THEREFORE BE | T RESOLVED the City of Port Mody send a letter to the
Prem er of British Colunbia and the Provincial Mnister of Transportation
requesting that, in regards to the twi nning of the Port Mann Bridge and the
wi deni ng of H ghway 1:

1) a consultative process take place with affected nunicipalities,

2) appropriate studies be undertaken to ensure the proposed plans offer the
nost fiscally, environmentally and socially sustainable long termsolution
to our region’ s congestion and goods novenent probl ens,

3) ensure that the proposed road expansion is consistent with the
Provi nce’ s greenhouse gas reduction strategies and the G/RD s goal of being
a livabl e region,

AND BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to al
nmunicipalities within the Greater Vancouver Regional District, Translink
the GVRD, the Livable Region Coalition and the Northeast Sector M.As.

Si ncerely,

Cynthia van G nkel, Councill or

Port Mbody, City of the Arts

P.O. Box 36, 100 Newport Drive, Port Mody, BC V3H 3E1
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